
Elections and Voting 

Behavior



Running for Office: 

4 step process

Presidential election process:

Nomination caucus/primary national convention general election
slate of candidates      election held with in              4 day party to introduce                  party nominees must win 270

a party; candidates                party nominee to the public            electors to win the  Presidency

accumulate delegates;          for the general election

majority wins

• Step 1: 

• Nomination- get the candidates 

name on the ballot



Running for Office

Step 2: Win the Primary

• Accumulate a majority of Delegates:
• Caucus- one time gathering of voters

• Iowa first caucus state

• Primary-7 am.-7 p.m. voting window; election 
held within a party in which voters in a state 
vote for a nominee (or delegates pledged to the 
nominee)

• open vs. closed vs. blanket primary

• New Hampshire first primary state



Primary=Delegates

• Each political party sets their 

own rules

• Democratic Party- 2,383 or a 

simple majority out of 4,765 

(714 superdelegates)

• Republican Party- 1,237 needed 

to win out of 2,472 (party 

leaders get a separate vote as 

“unpledged” delegates)



Caucus video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUL5TgyUrC0&feature=res

ults_video&playnext=1&list=PLDECA1420CCEF93FD

https://www.nytimes.com/video/us/politics/1194817100701/ins

ide-a-caucus.html

Superdelegates video:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUL5TgyUrC0&feature=results_video&playnext=1&list=PLDECA1420CCEF93FD
https://www.nytimes.com/video/us/politics/1194817100701/inside-a-caucus.html


Running for Office 

Step 3: Party Convention

• Delegates travel to party 

convention to cast votes to 

determine party nominee

• 2016: R-Trump, D-Clinton



Running for Office 

Step 4: General Election

• General Election=Electors

• Primary winners go head to 

head; R vs. D

• Need to win the most electors

• 270 out of 538



Incumbents vs. Challengers

Incumbents Challengers

Name recognition Anti-incumbency 

sentiment; vote the 

“bums” out

Proven winner/leader Unproven leader

Easier time raising 

money

Risk for campaign 

donors

Build relationships by 

working with 

constituents

Fresh view on the 

issues

Bring “pork” projects 

home to constituents

Incumbent- person currently holding an office that is running for re-election



Third Party Candidates
Third parties rarely win elections

Election rules are stacked against them 

• 3rd party candidates are kept out of major debates

• winner take all feature of the electoral college

Perception they cannot win so people do not want to 

“throw away their vote” or donate money to a “losing 

campaign”

Third parties DO

Bring new groups and ideas into politics

Force major party candidates to address particular 

issues

Win enough votes to affect outcome of the election

• Election 2000 Bush vs. Gore- Ralph Nadar 3rd

party

• Election 1992 Clinton vs. Bush- Ross Perot 3rd

party



Campaign Spending

Candidates need money to:

• achieve name recognition 
ex: commercials, posters, mail, etc.

• get out their message

• combat negative ads being run 

by their opponent

• pay for campaign staff

• educate the electorate



Campaign Donors
• Individuals

• Political Parties

• Interest groups- (also called an advocacy group, lobbying 

group, pressure group, or special interest) is an 

organization of people with shared ideas and attitudes 

who attempt to influence public policy.

For example:

AARP, AFL/CIO, The Christian Coalition, Green Peace, 

NAACP, NRA, U.S Chamber of Commerce

• PAC’s

• 527 groups

• 501C groups-tax exempt non-profit suppose to be non-

political; don’t have to divulge contributions or donors

• Citizens United (2010)-Supreme Court ruled 

corporate/union funding of independent political 

broadcasts in candidate elections cannot be limited

under the 1st amendment



Campaign Contribution 

Limits
http://www.opensecrets.org/overview/li

mits.php

http://www.opensecrets.org/overview/limits.php


Voting: Past Barriers

• Religious beliefs, property 
ownership, tax payments, race, 
gender

• Literacy- person’s ability to read and 
write

• Poll tax- payment required by some 
states before a person could vote

• Gerrymandering-practice of drawing 
electoral districts to limit the voting 
strength of a particular group



Voting: 

Eliminating Barriers

• Suffrage- the legal right to vote

• 15th, 19th, 24th, & 26th

Amendments

• Civil Rights Act of 1964

• Voting Rights Act of 1965-

legislation that eliminated all 

voting barriers



Voting:

Prior to Election Day

• Registering To Vote
• Voter Registration: a system adopted by the 

states that requires voters to register in advance 
of election day

• Registration procedures differ by state.  Texas
voters must register 30 days prior to the election.

• Motor Voter Act: passed in 1993, requires states 
to permit people to register to vote when they 
apply for their driver’s license

• Other Qualifications
• U.S Citizenship, at least 18, Residency

• People can lose their voting rights 

for example: felons

• Absentee voting-must request a ballot and 
mail back post marked by election day



Voting:

On Election Day

• General election day-first 
Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November

• Precinct- voting district

• Polling place- where the voters 
actually vote

• Ballot-a device in which a voter 
registers a choice in an election



Casting your vote

• Party identification-The self-proclaimed preference 
for one party or the other 

(Democrat, Republican, Independent)

• Political Socialization- the process through which an 
individual acquires their particular political orientation 

• Ticket-splitting- voting for different parties down the 
ballot

• Straight-ticket voting- voting for strictly 1 party

• Political efficacy-a voters belief that their vote counts; 
the higher your political efficacy, the more likely you 
are to vote



Voter Turnout
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The Electoral College System
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Electing the President/VP

• Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution 

establishes the Electoral College

• Founders wanted Pres. chosen by the elite 

of the country

• Citizens do not directly elect Pres./VP, they 

elect electors

• States allow voters to choose between a 

statewide slate of electors pledged to vote 

for the Pres./VP tickets



The Electoral College

• How it works today:

• Each state has as many votes as it does 
Representatives + Senators.

• Winner-Take-All system- candidate that wins the 
popular vote in the state, wins all the states 
electors; exceptions are Maine & Nebraska 
which use a tiered system

• Pres./VP ticket must win 270 out of 538 available 
electors (535 + 3 from D.C= 538)

• If no candidate gets a majority (270 votes), the 
House of Representatives votes for president, 
with each state casting one vote 

(12th amendment) and the Senate votes for VP, 
with each senator casting 1 vote



Electoral College Timeline

• November- vote for President

• December- Electors go to State 
Capital to cast ballots for P/VP

• January- Electoral votes are 
counted, by the sitting VP, in a 
joint session of Congress 

• January 20th- Inauguration Day



Election         

2000

Bush 271

Gore 266

Election         

2004

Bush  286

Kerry 251



2012 Exit polls
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/politics/2012-exit-polls/table.html#

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/politics/2012-exit-polls/table.html




Election Results

Obama: 365

McCain: 173

Obama: 332

Romney: 206

2012 Popular Vote

Obama

65,915,795 (51.1%)

Romney

60,933,504 (47.2%)



2016 Popular Vote

Clinton

65,853,516 votes (48.2%)

Trump

62,984,825 votes (46.1%)

Election Results 2016

Trump: 304

Clinton: 227



TRUMP

• Michigan: Per the exit polls, Trump won rural and small 

towns by a 57%-38% margin -- up from Mitt Romney's 53%-

46%.

• Pennsylvania: He won rural and small towns by a whopping 

71%-26% -- versus Romney's 59%-40%.

• Wisconsin: He won rural and small towns by 63%-34% -- up 

from Romney's 53%-46%.

Clinton

• African Americans broke for Clinton, 88%-8% -- down from 

Obama's 93%-6% in '12

• Latinos broke 65%-29% -- down from 71%-27% in '12

• Millennials went 55%-37% for Clinton -- down from 60%-

37% in '12.


