


World War I 

“The War To End All 

Wars” 



The Central Powers 

Austria-

Hungarian 

Empire 

German 

Empire 

Ottoman 

Empire 
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The Allied Nations 

Great 

Britain 

France Russian 

Empire 



Europe 1915 



Prelude to War 

Militarism 

– Arms Race 

– Large Armies raised by conscription 

Alliance System 

 Imperialism 

– Desire for colonies and expansion into other countries  

Nationalism 

– Strong sense of patriotism towards ones country 

– “My country is always right.” 

 

 



Causes of 

World War I 



Cause # 1 

Many countries felt that their 

country was better than the 

countries around them.   

Nationalism 



How do you show 

that you are the 

greatest country in 

the world? 



Colonize as many countries as 

you can.   

 

What is it called when you 

colonize and take over weaker 

places? 



Cause # 2 
Imperialism 

Contest between countries for 

trade and for colonies.  







Cause  # 3 

Growth of Alliances 



Nations began 

gathering allies.  

When a country 

agrees to be an ally, 

they are saying that 

in case of war, they 

will fight with you.   



Prelude to War 

 European Alliance system: Who is allied with who? 

– Serbs with Russians,  

– Russians with French 

– French with British 

– British with Dutch, French & Belgians 

– Austrians with Germans – and occasionally Italy 

– Germans with Turks and Bulgarians 



Can 

You  

See 

What 

Is  

Coming? 



If something happens and a 

country declares war on 

another, it is no longer two 

countries at war, it is quite a 

bit more.  It is known as the 

domino effect. 



Cause # 4 
Due to a sense of nationalism, 

a contest for trade and 

colonies (Imperialism), and 

the growth of alliances, 

countries began having an 

arms race.  



Cause #4 

Militarism:   
Glorification of war and the 

military. 



Who has the most colonies? 

 

How do they protect trade 

from those colonies? 

 

Therefore, it stands to reason- 

if you want colonies, you 

better build a big navy to gain 

and protect them. 

 

 



Germany wants colonies, so it expands 

its navy to compete w/ Britain.  

Great Britain feels threatened, so they 

expand their navy. 

See where this is 

leading? 



Russia does not 

trust Germany, so 

it doubles its 

spending on the 

army. 

 



Russians exercise with tree trunks 



France mandatory 3 

years of military service 

for all men. 



“The Spark That Lit the 

Powderkeg” 



Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand was 

next in line to be 

the emperor 

(ruler) of the 

Austro-

Hungarian 

Empire. 



Europe  1914 



The 

Archduke 

was visiting 

Sarajevo, 

Bosnia. 











Gavrilo 

Princip 

Archduke 

Sophie 





Gavrilo 

Princip 
Terrorist:  A 

person who 

uses violence 

for a political 

cause. 



Gavrilo 

Princip 

under 

guard on 

his way to 

trial. 



Gavrilo 

Princip 



Within 6 Weeks, 

War Broke Out 



Even though the prince 

was assassinated, did the 

countries of the world still 

have to go to war?  Lets 

discuss this? 



3 

#16 

5 



Crowds Outside the Hungarian Parliament in 

Budapest After War is Declared  



Kaiser Wilhelm II 

 “You will be 

home before 

the leaves 

have fallen 

from the 

trees!!”  









Where was 

World War I 

fought? 



The war was fought on 

two major fronts:  The 

Eastern Front and the 

Western Front.  

There are also two minor fronts: the Italian Front and the Turkish 

Front (Galipoli) 



Conduct of the War:1914 

 Schlieffen Plan 

 Battle of 
Tannenburg 

 Battle of the 
Marne 

 



http://www.ga.k12.pa.us/academics/us/TECHsite/WWIsite/WWImedia/WWImaps/mapAllFronts.pdf


Why Switzerland never gets invaded 



The Eastern 

Front:  The 

War with 

Russia  



Russians Launch Uncoordinated 1914 Attack 

 

    * Russia Invades Prussia and Austria 

    * Amateurish - not well planned 

    * Germans use railroads to move forces 

from Western to Eastern Front 

    * Germans successfully ambush Russian 

army at Tannenburg 

 Russians suffer 230,000 casualties 

 

Just the beginning of a series of disasters that 

will lead to the downfall of Russia in 1917 
     





Gallipoli:  

The War 

with Turkey  



 

Gallipoli 

Campaign 

1915 

 

 
Britain tries to  

open a 

supply route 

to Russia 

through the 

Black Sea. 



The Western Front:  The 

War with Britain and 

France. 



The German 

Plan for 

Defeating 

France 



The German Plan - The “Schlieffen Plan” 

                                                                                                                                                    

                 

 





Size of European Armies 

Nation 

 

Size of army in 1914 

 

Total number of soldiers who 

fought during the war. 

 
Austria-Hungary 

 

3,000,000 

 

7,800,000 

 
Belgium 

 

117,000 

 

267,000 

 
Britain 

 

975,000 

 

8,905,000 

 
France 

 

4,017,000 

 

8,410,000 

 
Germany 

 

4,500,000 

 

11,000,000 

 
Italy 

 

1,251,000 

 

5,615,000 

 
Romania 

 

290,000 

 

750,000 

 
Russia 

 

5,971,000 

 

12,000,000 

 
Serbia 

 

200,000 

 

707,000 

 
Turkey 

 

210,000 

 

2,850,000 

 



High Cost of War 



Beginning of Trench Warfare 









Rough Life In Trenches 



German soldiers in their trenches near Antwerp (September 1914)    
#25 



A British trench - the soldier on the right is on guard - the others are resting.   
#26 



Rough Life In Trenches 



Trenches Get Elaborate 



Trenches Get Elaborate 



Trench Warfare 



Trench Warfare 

Suicide Runs, 

Trench Foot, & 

Rats 



(2) Sergeant Harry Roberts, 

Lancashire Fusiliers, interviewed 

after the war. 

If you have never had trench feet 

described to you. I will tell you. 

Your feet swell to two or three 

times their normal size and go 

completely dead. You could stick 

a bayonet into them and not feel 

a thing.   If you are fortunate enough 

not to lose your feet and 

the swelling begins to go 

down. It is then that the 

intolerable, indescribable 

agony begins. I have heard 

men cry and even scream 

with the pain and many 

had to have their feet and 

legs amputated. 



“Life in the trenches was hell on earth. Lice, 

rats, trench foot, trench mouth, where the 

gums rot and you lose your teeth. And of 

course dead bodies everywhere.  

 

Rats. There are millions!! Some are huge 

fellows, nearly as big as cats. Several of our 

men were awakened to find a rat snuggling 

down under the blanket alongside them!” 

 

 



German soldiers after rat hunting in their trenches  
#32 



 

“In training the food was just 

about eatable but in France 

we were starving. All we lived 

on was tea and dog biscuits. If 

we got meat once a week we 

were lucky, but imagine trying 

to eat standing in a trench full 

of water with the smell of dead 

bodies nearby.”  

 



  Nap Time? 



New Weapons 



New Weapons 



Blinded by Mustard Gas 

#53 



German machine-gun section with gasmasks (Verdun, 1916)  

#34 



New Weapons 



Early Tanks – How are they 

different from modern tanks? 



A “Led” Zeppelin   





The Battlefield of 

Pashendale 



Dead bodies in a trench after an attack  
#27 



The Results of 

Years of War 



Battle of Verdun 
 the longest and one of the bloodiest engagements of 

World War I.  February 1916 – December 1916 

 

 Two million men were engaged.  

 

 The intention of the Germans had been a battle of 
attrition in which they hoped to bleed the French army 
white. 

 

 In the end, they sustained almost as many casualties as 
the French; an estimated 328,000 to the French 348,000.  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.axishistory.com/fileadmin/user_upload/f/flag-fr.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.axishistory.com/index.php%3Fid%3D6699&h=150&w=225&sz=1&tbnid=rb0M4Zjf-0wJ:&tbnh=68&tbnw=102&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images%3Fq%3DFrench%2BFlag%2BIn%2BWW1%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D


The War at Sea – Naval Tech 

Battleships 



At the Battle of Jutland – the largest Naval Battle of WWI 



Submarines (U-Boats) 



What’s a poor soldier to do? 

 How can you protect yourself against all of 

this new weaponry? 



Camouflage 

HIDE! 













What’s wrong with this picture? 



“Cry Havoc! And let slip the dogs of war!” 

 William Shakespeare 

Animals 

Are 

Soldiers 

Too! 









Women in the Army – The Army Nursing Corps. 



1917-Russia Drops Out of War 

 Massive Russian losses discourage people of 

Russia 

 Communists blame Czar 

 People rise up against Czar 

– Civil war breaks out in Russia (Russian Revolution) 

– Lenin, Trotsky 

– Russia signs peace treaty w/ Germany 

• Treaty of Brest Litovsk 



The U.S. Gets involved 

 German U-boat sinks British passenger 

ship Lusitania 

 150 Americans on board die 

 Germany sends The Zimmerman Note 

– Asks Mexico to help if US gets into war 

– US intercepts message 

• US declares war on Germany 







The Yanks Are Coming.. 

 US unprepared for war 

– Army about the size of Italy’s 
army 

 Quickly expands Army 

 Massive force of fresh 
troops pour into Europe to 
help French and Brits 

– Poorly trained but enthusiastic 

 Enough to tip the scales in 
allies favor 

Gen. John “Blackjack” Pershing 



“Retreat hell, we just got here!” 

American Battles 

Belleau Wood 

Argonne Forest 

Chateau Thierry 



How to Encourage 

People to Fight the War 

Propaganda! 



Propaganda 
Each side tried to make the other look 

evil, and encourage people to fight 













Artwork of WWI 







Art 

What point is the artist trying to get across? 





















Figure 31.1: Approximate 

Comparative Losses in World War 

I 


